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In the heart of Peaceful Living resides
Five Core Values: Culture, Character, Collaboration, 

Change, and Connection. These 
values are the bases of our choices, 
decisions, and ideas to foster 
Belonging for every person we serve. 
Belonging is essential to who we are 
as an organization. I am proud of our 
entire community for continuing to 
trust and rely on these Core Values 
of Belonging as we start another year 

of uncertainty and adjustment. The people we support, our 
team members, and our supportive stakeholders have shown 
repeatedly they are truly resilient. 

We define the Core Value of Change as, “with creativity and 
passion, we influence our world for good.” The pandemic 
upturned our lives for two years. Through all of it, we remained 
focused on the people we serve by using our creativity and 
passions. More than ever, Peaceful Living is focused on our 
commitment to create Belonging for adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Adapting to change will bring new 
ideas, programs, and services to Peaceful Living as we move 
into the future. 

Reflecting on this past year it is evident to me that our culture 
of Belonging is alive, and our people matter. You matter. Your 
generosity, grit, and belief that we can get through anything 
together is cherished. This crisis will pass. If another challenge 
comes our way, it is good to know that we will get through it 
together and emerge with a greater sense of community. 

Serving our people is not just a job or duty…it is an honor and 
privilege.

Please know that your commitment to the mission of Peaceful 
Living is truly appreciated.

Sincerely, 

Mike Czekner 
Peaceful Living Interim CEO

Our Purpose 
At Peaceful Living, the people 
we serve are unique, valuable 
individuals with special gifts to 

offer the world. It’s our calling to 
build Belonging for every one of 
them. We are here to empower 
the best versions of themselves, 

and help them discover and 
realize their unique potential. 
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ON OUR COVER: 
JP takes a break from cleaning up 

leaves with his HUB group this October. 
Community Based Services are always 
looking for new volunteer opportunities 

and ways to give back.

Continuing to  
move forward!  
The one thing we can be sure of 
in this work is change. Another 
assurance we have witnessed is 
the ongoing resilience of Peaceful 
Living team members, families, and individuals. What 
you will see within these pages are evidence of the 
ongoing persistence of the community, who provide 
Belonging, support meaningful programming, and 
invest in the work of supporting adults with intellectual 
disabilities.

Peaceful Living team members demonstrate their 
versatility and agility as the pandemic changes do 
not stop coming. The Covid19 Response Team has 
excelled at communicating with families; DSPs provide 
unmatched care to individuals, whether virtually or in 
person; and donors and foundations have not stopped 
finding ways to support emerging needs to provide 
additional PPE to keep everyone safe. 

This work continues to be a team effort and we are 
collectively grateful to have you as part of the team!

Change will continue into 2022 as the board works 
alongside Mennonite Health Services to identify the 
next Peaceful Living CEO. 

Thank you for being part of Creating Belonging for the 
community. We look forward to continuing to move 
forward together.

Sincerely, 

Steve Schwendy 
Peaceful Living Board of Directors President 



Our year in numbers

158 
PEOPLE SERVED

      18
NEW ADMISSIONS  

served in 2021

        300 
                          VIRTUAL  
  PROGRAMING HOURS

134 
EMPLOY-

EES

238 
ACTIVE DONORS 

$46,125
FUNDS FROM GRANTS

      10
NEW HUB 
GROUPS

3
COUNTIES SERVED: 
Montgomery,  
Bucks, Delaware

      5 
STUDENT INTERNS

  8
STARR STUDENT 

VOLUNTEERS



2021
Celebration  
  of Belonging

Fund-A-Need Highlight 
Thanks to your support, the 2021 
Celebration of Belonging funded the 
following initiatives:

•   $4,225 to support Exercising Mind 
and Body with the Family Services 
department. 

•   $5,413 for joint programming for all three 
Day Program sites.

•   $11,000 to support Residential home mini 
makeovers.

•   $5,050 to reserve for the opening of the 
next Residential home.

Together, we raised a total of $64,230 to 
make an immediate impact in the lives of 
people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. Because of you, Peaceful 
Living is stronger than ever as we create 
more Belonging in the community.

There was much to celebrate at this year’s 
Celebration of Belonging. Not only did 

the community come together in person to 
enjoy fellowship, Benergy, and a live auction, 
but they also shared gifts generously to fully 
fund all of the Fund-A-Need initiatives. 

The real gift that night was hearing from Ben 
Hartranft of Benergy1 talk about his life with autism and his 
dream to be a public speaker. He left the entire audience in 
awe with his ‘benergy’, courage, and commitment to promote 
Belonging and share hope. Ben shared Peaceful Living’s 
commitment to building a community where everyone knows 
they belong. Learn more about Ben, his podcast, or how to 
book him for your school or organization at www.benergy1.
com.

BEN HARTRANFT
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COB Sponsor and 
Belonging Society 
highlight 
The Celebration of Belonging Innovator, 
Animator, Energizer, Sustainer, and 
Tribute Sponsors deserve special 
recognition for their continued support 
of Peaceful Living:

INNOVATOR  
Henry and Carol Longacre

ANIMATOR  
Marvin Anders 
Lacher 
Univest

ENERGIZER  
Everence

SUSTAINER 
Mark and Maria Abissi 
Alura Business Solutions 
Harleysville Bank 
Indian Valley Appraisal Company

TRIBUTE  
Alderfer Glass 
Eastern Diversified Services, Inc.

Peaceful Living continues to benefit 
from the leadership of a special group 
of donors, the Belonging Society. This 
group has made a commitment, through 
a giving circle, to engage with Peaceful 
Living leaders and other donors through 
special events and communications that 
highlight the impact of their philanthropic 
support. 

We are grateful for their support and 
how their gifts will continue to nurture 
opportunities for people to create 
valuable relationships, enjoy a loving 
and caring home, expand social circles, 
and build and maintain life-long skills.

For more information or to join a  
giving circle, contact Peaceful Living  
at 610.287.1200 or by email at  
info@peacefulliving.org.

Meet the Heebner family, Belonging Society Community 
Circle Members

Tell us about your family and what you like doing in 
your free time?
Josh and I have been married for 17 years and have three children, 
Anna (14), Jack (12), and Andrew (9). Our kids attend Coventry Christian 
School and swim for North Penn Aquatic Club, so we get lots of time 
together as a family. We also serve together at our church, Immanuel 
Leidy’s in Souderton. My husband owns an insurance agency, Element 
Risk in West Chester, and I am primarily focused on caring for our kids 
and keeping up with volunteer commitments.

How did you get connected to Peaceful Living?
We found out about Peaceful Living when a member of our church, Alice 
Krauss, gave a talk about what the organization has provided for her son. 
My husband was deeply moved by what seems to be a little recognized 
need for special needs adults to have opportunities to connect.

What other causes are you most passionate about?
We are passionate about causes that provide for individuals’ immediate 
physical and emotional needs, and match that very practical help with 
a clear emphasis on the good news of Jesus Christ. We feel a strong 
commitment to helping the vulnerable, as in the case of orphans, special 
needs individuals, women caught in trafficking, and people whose lives 
have been devastated by natural disasters.

What is important to you in the world today?
We believe that the greatest need in the world is for people to turn 
to Jesus and embrace the example of selflessness that he provided 
in his life and death on the cross. When individuals stop focusing on 
themselves and instead focus on loving those around them, many of the 
greatest conflicts and sources of strife can be overcome.

What is your dream family vacation?
While our family enjoys relaxing beach vacations in South Carolina, we 
are hoping to do a cross-country trip someday, though finding the time 
to do it will be a challenge. We’re also looking forward to doing some 
international travel—Australia and New Zealand first!—when things open 
back up again.

Donor Story 
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* indicates inaugural member of Belonging Society

With Gratitude 
Here, your support creates Belonging.
Every gift you make directly benefits people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. We offer gratitude and recognition to the supporters whose contributions 
were received by Peaceful Living throughout 2021.

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Anonymous
Mark and Maria Abissi*
Frank and Angela Abruzzese*
Bob and Sally Adams
Mayowa Akinlemibola
Dwight and Bev Alderfer
Earl and Ruth Alderfer
Ferne Alderfer*
Lester and Louise Alderfer
Mildred Alderfer
Murrey and Kathy Alderfer
Joe Mathew and Brent Anders*
Devon and Teresa Anders
Harlan and Jean Anders
Marvin Anders*
Scott and Sheryl Armington
Jessica Arroyo
Eileen Bai
Bala and Usha Balasubramanian
Mike and Janet Bartholomew
Richard and Jeanette Baum
Thomas and Jean Beggs
Will and Glenda Bergey
Barbara Bieler
Wendy Boetnner
Mike Borichewski
Thomas and Donna Brinker
Brad and Maria Broussard*
Arlene Brown
Dave and Joan Brown
Gary and Karen Brown*
Patty Bugenhagen
Mary Burke
Ken and Melody Byler*
Lonny and Amy Cades
Catherine Carini
Ken and Kathy Cassel
Eugene and Dianne Cestrone
Karen Cinelli
Bob and Lucille Clark
Hulda Classen
Elaine Clemmer
Barry Cline
Nancy Cline
Rachel Cline
Donna Cook
Dave and Nancy Cordrey
Rich and Carol Costlow*
Bradley Cowell
A. Tyler and Pamela Murray Cowell

Brian and Maura Cullen
Mike and Eileen Czekner
Mike Taylor and Mary Beth Dalton
Marc and Maura Derstein
Doug and Sally Derstine
Jodi and Gladys Derstine
Mark and Carolyn Derstine
Althea Detwiler
George and Jane Detwiler*
Eliseo and Darice DiDomenica
Ken and Diane Dietterich
Kathy DiMichele
Kevin Driver
Barry Daubenspeck and John Early
Tony Esposito
Karl and Kathy Fassnacht
Sherrill Neff and Alicia Felton*
Nelson and Carmen Fernandez
Larry and Jill Fiebert
Chip and Jan Foderaro
Mike and Gina Foell
Joe and Joanne Forcina
Mike Forcina
Pat Forcina
Mike Fox
John Frankenfield
Herb and Janet Frederick
Patrice Freed
Ron and Marilyn Freeman
Kara Freisher
Joe and Trudy Gallagher
Maria Garcia
Elaine Gehman
Ron and Merlee Geib
Nishi Ghelani
Blossom Gica
Sherri Gill
Oliver and Heather Gingrich
Stephen and Jean Godsall-Myers
Earl and Marilyn Godshall
Glenn and Cindy Godshall
Jay and Elizabeth Grimes
Lisa Grossbauer
Betty Hackman
Daryl and Barbara Hackman*
Chris Haggard
Dick and Connie Haggard*
Emily and Benjamin Hallowell
Lois Hannon
Frank and Deb Hansen
Howard Heckler*

Josh and Laura Heebner*
Mark and Melissa Heise
Chris and Christa Held
Kevin and Kimberly Hendricks*
Marjorie Hendricks
Carl and Connie Holbert
Larry Holman
Christopher Hoover
Bud and Kathleen Hoss
Ron and Joanne Hostetter
Howard and Mary Housley*
Donna Hunsberger
Susan Ibach
Mike and Joanne Jones
Jerry and Anita Kapusta
Richard and Grace Karschner
Maura Kelly
Melanie Kiefer
Dennis and Helena Kirschner
Don and Maggie Klein
Jim and Anita Klinger
Chase and Linda Kneeland
Henry and Marie Kneidinger
Susan Krass
George Kratee, Jr.
Dorothy Kratz
Rick and Suzanne Kratz
Tom and Alice Kraus
Donald and Elizabeth Kraybill
Gene and Diane Kropf
Mark and Cecelia Kukuchka*
Anita Lambert
Larry Landes
Larry and Edie Landes
Dave and Carolyn Landis
Joe and Jan Landis*
Ted and Robin Landis
Arlin and Janet Lapp
Glen Leatherman
Bob Leidy
Tom and Judy Leidy
Rich and Barb Leight
Henry and Carol Longacre*
Michael and Denise Luongo
Mary MacGregor
Jenn Markley
Glenn and Rose Martin
Vernon and Linda Martin*
Dennis and Vincenza Matarangas*
Raymond and Gretchen Maysek*
Mike and Becky McBrien*

Susan McNamara
Francis Menna
Sharon Metzler-Ruth
Glen and Mary Miller
Michael and Rebecca Monaghan
Peg Morrow
Larry and Sara Moss
Doris Moyer
Glenn and Diane Moyer*
Ivan and Evelyn Moyer
Lugene Moyer
Merrill and Nancy Moyer*
Phil and Betsy Moyer
Rose Moyer
Walton and Jean Moyer
Roy and Anna Musselman
Dennis Nice
Mark and Heiki-Lara Nyce*
Randy and Juanita Nyce
Ron and Cynthia Parks
Christine Paukstis
Anna-May Pensabene
Nicole Perez
Lavanya Petchetti
Chris Pettine
Linda Jo Pieninck
Nicky and Sonia Premnath
Tom and Mary Reinke
Jim and Janet Ricci
Phil and Jane Roth*
Darryl and Tammy Ruffin
Jay and Jane Ruth
John and Roma Ruth
Len and Esther Ruth
Barb Ryan*
Leland and Elaine Sapp
Jill Schweizer
Steve and Bethany Schwendy*
Avni Shah
Miriam Shapiro
Cody Sherry
Brent and Gwen Shoemaker*
Richard and Lorraine Shoemaker*
Dylan Shull
Ruth Simpson
Ronald and Susan Souder
Keith and Phyllis Stuckey
Carmen Stumpo*
Thelma Swartzendruber
Mark and Linda Taglianetti
Allen and Gay Tate
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Bernie Handler and Susan Tew
Deseret Traupman
Dimitrios and Katina Velikaris
Janet Vincent
Babiker Wadi
Phil and Ellen Wagner
Wendell and Jolene Weaver
Jessica Weber
Sue Weiss
Carol Wenger
Sue Wilson*
Delpha Dee Wolf
Mailing Wu
Pete and Beth Wunsch
Gary and Lisa Yoder
Nelson and Pat Yoder
Norman and Mary Jane Yoder
David Yunghans
Dorothy Yunghans
Adelaide Yurgensen*
Neelam Zaver
Faye Zeigler
Jeff and Megan Zweiback

BUSINESSES, 
CONGREGATIONS, AND 
FOUNDATIONS
3M*
Advent Lutheran Church
Alderfer Auction*
Alderfer Glass Company
All Holding Company, LLC
Altek Business Systems, Inc.
Alura Business Solutions*
Amazon Capital Services
Amazon Smile Foundation
Baum, Smith, and Clemens, LLP
Bergey’s, Inc.*
Bergstresser’s Deer Processing, 
LLC
Blooming Glen Mennonite Church*
Charities Aid Foundation of  
   America
The Community at Rockhill
Covenant Community Fellowship
Dave’s Auto and Tire Center, Inc.
Deep Run East Mennonite Church*
Dock Mennonite Academy
Dyna-Vox Alarms, Inc.
Eastern Diversified Services, Inc
Electro-Mechanical Integrators, Inc.

Everence Financial Advisors*
Everence Foundation, Inc.
Fidelity Charitable
Flexible Plan Investments, LTD.
Foundations Community  
   Partnership*
Grace Inspired Ministries
Harleysville ACE Hardware
Harleysville Bank*
Hartford Funds
Hatfield Church of the Brethren
Higher Ground Consulting  
   Group, LLC
I.T. Landes & Son, Inc.
Indian Valley Appraisal Company*
Interstate Fleets
Just Cruisin’ Inc.
K. J. Door Services, Inc
Lacher*
Landis Supermarkets
Life Tree Pharmacy*
MTG Services, Inc.
Merck Foundation
Mennonite Heritage Center
National Christian Foundation
The O’Donnell Family Foundation*
Paletti USA, LLC
Plains Mennonite Church*
QNB Bank
Richard Kapusta and Company
Salford Mennonite Church*
Schwab Charitable
St. Luke’s Penn Foundation
To The Point Acupuncture LLC
Tommy Carr Tire & Auto Service  
   Center, Inc.
Trinity Asset Protection, Inc.
Univest Bank and Trust Co.*
Univest Foundation
U.S. Medical Staffing*
VNA Foundation of Greater  
   North Penn*
The Vanguard Group, Inc.
Vince Iacone’s Automotive
The Vincent J. Pappas Family  
   Foundation*
Ward Associates Insurance Agency
Williams-Bergey-Koffel Funeral  
   Home
Zion Mennonite Church

IN-KIND SUPPORTERS
ALIVE
Amazon Capital Services
Ray and Karen Babik
Brad and Maria Broussard
Lonny and Amy Cades
Steven and Lynn Chizik
Costco Wholesale
Ruth Hoppe and Charles Donowitch
Willem Ebeling
Steve and Cindy Kozitzky
Mainstay, Inc. 
Dennis and Vincenza Matarangas
John Messa
Charles Moyer
Office Basics
Olivian
Redner’s Warehouse Markets
Jim and Karen Schulte
Carmen Stumpo
Pamela Szabo
Theatre Horizon

HONOR AND MEMORIAL 
SUPPORTERS
In Memory of Larry Frederick 
Tom and Alice Kraus

In Memory of Ruth Moyer 
Thomas and Jean Beggs

Robert and Carol Hammel 
Robert and Laura Keating

In Memory of Vivian Siporin 
Pamela Ahlborn 
Jane Hadley 
Candice Singer

In Memory of Bill Swartzendruber 
Dave and Lisa Swartzendruber

In Memory of Dominic Vicoli 
Mike and Gina Foell

Gifts received after December 31, 
2021 will be acknowledged in our 
next annual report. We have worked 
hard to ensure the accuracy of this 
list. If your name has been omitted 
or misspelled, please contact us at 
610.287.1200, ext. 1000 or info@
peacefulliving.org.
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“ My gift is empowering people to discover their  
  unique potential. That is why I support Peaceful  
    Living’s mission with my finances, time, and  
      expertise. Like an intricate piece of art, we can  
   take time to step back and appreciate each person. 
Together, we create something beautiful.” 
– GRETCHEN MAYSEK, PEACEFUL LIVING BOARD MEMBER
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Community Based Services
Community Based Services (CBS) is a new Peaceful 
Living service umbrella that combined existing and 
new programs. Day Programs, HUBs, 1:1 Habilitation, 
and Employment Services have one common goal: 
enhanced community involvement! Despite the ongoing 
pandemic, individuals have largely remained healthy, 
allowing programs to focus attention on meaningful 
community engagement. Our friends have had a blast 
going to places like Longwood Gardens, “Please 
Touch” Museum, Disney on Ice, Christkindlmarkt, Wings 
of Freedom, and the Elmwood Park Zoo. We also 
continue to partner with community churches that have 
graciously accommodated us with space to craft, cook, 

and volunteer. 

Community Based Services has a new leadership structure 
comprised of competent, strong managers that have 
increased teamwork and communication for employees, 
families, community partners, and those we support. 

Coming up in 2022, Community Based Services plan to 
expand their 1:1 HAB services, serve people in the new 
Supported Employment Services program, and create 
additional HUB groups that are in the community 100% 
of their day. 
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Residential 
Services 
Residential Services welcomed five new  
individuals to our homes. With these bright additions, 
all homes are full and thriving!  
Peaceful Living also welcomed the new director 
of Residential Services, Chris Rick, who has been 
diligently focused on training, accountability, and 
programming, all of which support the mission of 
creating high-quality Belonging. 

Early in 2021, a vaccine clinic was offered to provide 
every person living or working at Peaceful Living 
an opportunity to receive the Covid vaccine. These 
clinics were a big success thanks to the collaborative 
work of multiple Peaceful Living departments. 

Meaningful Belonging continued throughout the 
year as summer allowed for outdoor visits to 
destinations like Merrymead Farm. Individuals 
also enjoyed fellowship with friends and family 
at the Celebration of Belonging. Several homes 
celebrated further with Trunk or Treat activities and 
a Christmas house decorating contest. 



Mission  
Engagement
In 2021, Mission Engagement Department focused on local 
student outreach throughout the year. The educational 
workshop, “Mapping the Future”, reached over 73 students 
and their families from districts across Montgomery, Bucks, 
and Delaware Counties. This workshop aims to assist 
transition-age students prepare for adult life by covering 
an array of topics from supports coordination, funding and 
guardianship, and services available after graduation. 
The STARR students of Souderton Area High School 
volunteered to hand-deliver workbooks for “Mapping the 
Future” to over 30 households. 

Throughout the summer and fall, Souderton’s STARR 
students continued their volunteer and job-skills training by 
completing landscaping and cleaning at different Peaceful 
Living sites. The STARR students always bring smiles to 
individuals in our programs and employees alike.  

The Mission Engagement department hosted two student 
interns during the summer months from Montco Works 
Now. Nathan and Ashley spent their summer learning about 
recruitment, admissions, and marketing, and providing 
programming support. Ashley is now a part-time DSP for our 
HUB groups while she is attending college locally. 
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appreciates monthly donors  
who provide consistent support  
throughout the year. It’s easy to set up  
and often allows for a larger gift because  
it’s spread out over 12 months. 

Will you consider becoming a monthly donor? 
Give online at www.tinyurl.com/PLgiving2021
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